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Abstract
Title of the Study: A program based on perceptual loading theory to develop
some visual perception skills for an autistic child (case study).
Researcher name: Sarah Jamal Zaki Al-Desouki.
Institute: Department of Psychological Sciences — Faculty of Education for Early
Childhood — Assiut University.

Academic Degree: Master’s degree, Majoring in Child Education

The current study aimed to identify the effectiveness of a program based on
perceptual load theory to develop some visual perception skills for autistic child.
The study utilized the quasi—experimental approach based on case study design.
Sample of the study consisted of two autistic children (a boy and a girl) who had
lower perception skills, with an average age of (7.2) years. The researcher
developed some tools for the purpose of the study; the visual selective attention
scale for autistic children, the pictured visual perception skills scale for autistic
children, a case study form, and a program based on perceptual loading theory to
develop some visual perception skills for autistic children. Results of the study
indicated the effectiveness of the program in developing some visual perception
skills (visual discrimination — visual closure — visual perception of spatial
relationships) for autistic children. The study ended with many recommendations
such as: preparing programs that contribute to developing various visual
perception skills, conducting studies on the effect of different perceptual loads on
perceptual processes such as attention, perception, memory, understanding, and

analysis among normal children and those with special needs.

key words: Perceptual loading theory — visual perception skills — autistic children
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